OSTHANG PROJECT
International Summer School and Festival for Future Modes of Living Together

with:			
atelier le balto (Berlin)
collectif etc (Strasbourg)
ConstructLab (Berlin/Paris)
Atelier Bow-Wow (Tokio)
Martin Kaltwasser (Berlin)
Umschichten (Stuttgart)
m7red (Buenos Aires)
orizzontale (Rom)
Erlend Blakstad Haffner (Oslo)
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curated by:
Jan Liesegang (raumlaborberlin)
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www.osthang-project.org

a project by

supported by
BOLLINGER + GROHMANN
I n g e n i e u r e

...Umschichten
...Martin Kaltwasser
Martin Kaltwasser studied art and architecture. He works
in the areas of installation, object, design, performance,
architecture, theory and urban studies. His solo artworks and
those artworks which he produces in collaboration with the
artist Folke Köbberling, are exhibited worldwide. He works
usually site specific and combines research with a spatial,
object-like, architectural implementation. Many of his projects
are participatory, with the participation of volunteers concerned, „marginalized groups“, children and adolescents. For
these projects, he uses the „city as a resource“, that means,
reclaimed waste materials in urban areas.

Things that are planned for eternity are subject to the stiffness
of perfection and therefore slowdown urgent action. This produces sadness. Studio Umschichten uses temporary architecture and let secret wishes become a state of emergency.
Their buildings represent an outcry for need, idea or passion.
They materialize a certain theory, a problem, a condition or
a constellation of mankind, machine and material. In their
construction method they apply principles, which reflect a respectful handling of the used materials. Within the „PrecyclingPrinciple“ a material is borrowed for building and after the
deconstruction it is given back to the owner unharmed. Studio
Umschichten work on the limits of fear, love and responsibility.

...ConstructLab
ConstructLab is a collaborative construction practice working on
both ephemeral and permanent projects. Unlike the conventional
architectural process in which architects design and the builders
build, in their projects conception and construction are brought
together. The designer builds and continues to design on site.
The construction site is no longer the place of uncertainty where
the design contends with reality, but the context in which the
project can be enriched by the unexpected opportunities that
occur on site.

...atelier le balto
...collectif etc
collectif etc is a group of young architects and graphic
designers that work on the issue of civil society‘s autonomy
in the transformation of their living environment. They think
that everyone is able to be active in the making of the city.
However, building and occupying space is a political matter
and deals with power that some groups in society don‘t have
or don‘t know they have. Thus, the physical transformation of
space is a tool collectif etc use and share to experiment and
accompany self-managed urban situations.

...orizzontale
orizzontale is an architecture collective based in Roma, whose
primary interests are reactivation processes involving urban
scrap. Intercepting places, ideas and things rejected from the
metropolitan (re)productive cycle, orizzontale activates collaborative “public acts” in the form of semi-permanent architecture or installations, in which material and immaterial wastes
mutually restore each other’s meaning.

The Berlin-based landscape architecture firm uses the off
spaces of the city – vacant lots, forgotten courtyards, parking
lots – and imbues them with a certain self-awareness, radically
turning a space into a place. In many of atelier le balto’s projects
there is an element of secret discovery, a certain poetry in bringing to the surface what was previously obscured – the finding of
spaces that seem somehow off the usual map we inhabit in the
city. atelier le balto’s guiding principles: just like the city itself, the
gardens are places to meet people, to interact socially. But at
the same time they are spaces to be alone, to look at the natural
world, to watch time pass.

...Erlend Blakstad Haffner
...m7red
m7red is an independent research platform based in Buenos
Aires, founded by Mauricio Corbalan and Pio Torroja in 2005.
Since then, it is focused on the formatting of complex scenarios and the performativity of regional networks by setting
up strategical associations with activists, grassroots communities and experts from several domains.

Erlend was a founder and „chief eternal optimist“ of Fantastic
Norway from 2003 to 2013. He is an optimistic architect of
cooperation. He is engaged with building design, development strategies, cooperative design, mobilization processes,
teaching and television production. His main focus is currently
the work on the island Utøya, where he is project manager
and responsible architect for building of a new youth camp.
The project is developed in close collaboration with the labour
youth organization and the victims of the massacre.

...Atelier Bow-Wow
Atelier Bow-Wow is a Tokyo-based architecture firm, founded
in 1992 by Yoshiharu Tsukamoto and Momoyo Kajima. The firm
is well known for its domestic and cultural architecture and its
research exploring the urban conditions of micro, ad hoc architecture. Micro Public Spaces are devices proposed by Atelier
Bow-Wow which create social platforms.

How to apply?
Everyone can participate, but all applicants must be able to be
on location in Darmstadt from July 7 to July 27, 2014.
As we have limited capacity, we ask that as part of your
application you provide us with
- an initial concept sketch (max 1 A3 page) on the theme
“Living Together”
- a short CV concerning your background, interests and field
of work (max 1 A4 page).
In general you can choose between the following types of
submissions:

This summer the Osthang Project is taking place on the underused plot of the Osthang, located amid the historically significant ensemble of the former artist colony Mathildenhöhe. As
Summer School and festival it will bring together knowledge
and experience from architecture, social and political science,
economy, activism and art, as well as experimental building
and experimental forms of living from around the world.

“Living Together?“
This question opens a realm of discussion and exploration
that is a central theme of the Osthang Project: What does
community mean today? What spaces does the community
need? What forms and spaces of communal living can be
imagined for the future? How will we build for the community
or how do we build communally?
We invite 60 students and people interested to participate
at an experimental building workshop from July 7 to July 27,
2014 in Darmstadt. During three weeks we are offering the
participants of the Summer School the opportunity to develop
a temporary campus for the Osthang Project along with
international artists and architects. The structures built over
the course of the Summer School will subsequently become
a platform for further Osthang Project events and be available
as a public space and a venue for projects and initiatives in
Darmstadt and the surrounding region. Planed is a central
square, a even hall, an info tower, a cafe/kitchen, a workshop
house and bedrooms/cabins.

1. an action that generates a social/communal space
2. an object that the Osthang community needs/bolsters
3. an image/scenario that depicts/discusses/explores the
theme of communal living in the future!
With regard to your interpretation of one of the three themes,
let there be no limit to your imagination.
The application form can be downloaded at
www.osthang-project.org.
Please send your application by May 25, 2014 to
summerschool@osthang-project.org
Participation costs are €300 per person, which includes
meals. collectif etc, together with invited cooks and students
will prepare two varying meals on a daily basis. The Summer
School features regularly occurring speeches by international
architects, city planers and theorists.
We offer to organize different options of accommodation
in Darmstadt: a youth hostel next door, low price AirBnB apartments and rooms as well as a camp in the vicinity of
the building site, organized by the Osthang Project. You
yourselves are responsible for organizing your travel to the
site; transportation costs are not included in the participation
fee.
Students who have successfully participated at the Summer
School will receive a 4 ECTS Points certificate for submission
to their university.

www.osthang-project.org

